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Ka Papa Lo‘i 
‘o Kānewai

Waikīkī 
Aquarium

Nane: You can find 
me in the ocean, the 
stream, and upland 

pools. What am I?

Why is it
important to mālama 

the muliwai?

Draw a picture of 
your favorite fish.

Muliwai - After the hiapo, the first born in a family, every subsequent child is considered 
a muli, meaning they have come after the first. Just as a muli is lower on the generational tree, 
a muliwai is not the source, or head water, but the remaining water that flows down to lower 
areas of the land, eventually reaching the sea. Wai is water or liquid of any kind other than sea 
water. Muliwai also refers to the river mouth, where fresh water meets salt water. Generally, this 
created an area teeming with life, as the mixing of the nutrients from the uplands emptying 
into the sea created an ideal climate for many plants and fish.

Waikīkī Aquarium

Answer: I am an ‘o‘opu.



The Muliwai

Help me find the treasures in the muliwai.

The muliwai is an exciting place where freshwater 
from the rivers meets with salt water from the 
ocean.

The freshwater brings nutrients that it picks up 
along the way on its journey from the mountain 
rivers, through the lo‘i, through the loko i‘a 
(fishponds), and down to the muliwai. These 
nutrients become food for the plants, animals, and 
fish that live in the muliwai.

The salt water from the ocean also brings 
nutrients and when the fresh water and salt water 
mix it makes a great environment for all kinds of 
things to grow and be healthy.

Before concrete and roads filled in lo‘i, loko i‘a, 
and the surrounding areas, this place where the 
Aquarium is today was part of a muliwai.

 1. ‘Īlioholoikauaua (monk seal)

 2. Humuhumunukunukuapua‘a

 3. Uhu – parrot fish

 4. ‘O‘opu Naniha – goby

 5. Mamo – sergeant major fish

 6. Pōhakupuna – finger coral

 7. Hā‘uke‘uke – armored urchin

 8. Wana – venomous urchin

 9. Puhi – eel

 10. Mūhe‘e – squid

 11. Pōhuehue – beach morning glory

 12. Loli – sea cucumber

 13. Limu pālahalaha

 14. Nohu Pinao – hawaiian red lionfish

     Don’t
  forget to 
look for me
    as a fish!
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As you tour the Aquarium, see if you can find these creatures that help to make our muliwai so special!
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